) that not only document the importance of animal sciences research to our socioeconomic well-being but also document the 20-yr decline in funding that has led to the current dire situation; including declining enrollment and fewer and fewer advanced degrees in the animal sciences. As I hope to explain in the following paragraphs, I believe we should be aware of these articles not simply for information exchange but rather to enable us to become actively engaged in these discussions. After all, we should be the principle source of sciencebased information on the subject.
The Policy Forum in the April 24 th issue of Science by Mike Roberts and coauthors (Roberts et al., 2009 ) discusses the role that domestic (farm) animals have played and will continue to play in agricultural as well as biomedical research, leading to improved human health. More importantly, Roberts and coauthors document the crisis in funding that threatens continued research with domestic animals and also suggest some potential solutions to this crisis.
All of the solutions they suggest require an active role for animal scientists.
The Perspectives paper by Harris Lewin (Lewin, 2009) administration have done relatively little to enhance research efforts in agriculture (Kintisch, 2009; Levine, 2009) .
As animal scientists, we each must do our part to make sure our students, other educators, administrators, policymakers, and the agricultural and non-agricultural public are informed about the critical infrastructure needs that must be met in the near-and long-term to ensure the continued viability of research using domestic farm species. In this regard, the best things we can do are to make sure we are well informed and then to convey that information as often and as clearly as possible to our various constituencies.
